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Dear Cllr. Smith 

Thank you for your communication regarding planning applications referred to the SCDC 

Planning Committee following requests from parish councils. 

Foxton Parish Council would like to raise some points from this communication as the parish 

councillors are not satisfied with the reasons given for the changes to the procedure of 

referrals and we would like to formally request that this matter is considered afresh in an 

open full SCDC council debate, especially as you are proposing a change to the SCDC 

constitution. 

Previously, parish councils could request that planning applications are referred to the 

Planning Committee if the parish council recommended refusal of the application depending 

on the particular circumstances of the case. Of course, this being with the proviso that only 

valid planning reasons are given for such a referral otherwise planning applications are quite 

correctly decided under officers’ delegated powers. 

We find it astonishing, therefore that the decision to put applications before the Planning 

Committee or not, is currently taken by the Chair and Vice Chair of the Planning Committee 

and the planning manager. Of course, the trained and professional planning officer should 

have a major input into these decisions, but why is part of the decision-making process 

given to elected councillors who may or may not have in depth knowledge of all aspects of 

planning law and procedures?  

Surely it would be preferable for just the SCDC employed and professional planning officers 

to make the decision on planning grounds, as to whether the Planning Committee 

considered applications or not. This would then ensure that the Planning Committee deal 

with each application with the correct level of democratic openness and probity such 

matters require. This would also give reassurance to parish councils, and indeed anyone else 






